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MILESTONES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 
1818 -- 1889 -~ 1954 


As, on April 8 and 9, 1954, the Board of Regents of the University 
of the State of New York observes three important educational mile- 
stones -- the 170th anniversary of the establishment of the Board of 
Regents, the 100th anniversary of the founding of a separate Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction in New York State and the 50th anniversary 
of the creation of the present State Education Department under the 
Regents, the New York State Library reviews its long history and re- 
cords these significant milestones: 


Founded by act of Legislature in 1818 to be "a public library for 
the use of the government and people of this state." The Library was 
Placed in charge of a board of trustees, composed of various state of- 
ficials serving ex officiis, including the governor, lieutenant gover- 
nor and chief justice. A room was provided in the Capitol and Governor 
De Witt Clinton made the first purchase of some 600 volumes. 


In 1844, the Board of Regents and the University of the State of 
New York were constituted trustees for the State Library. A period of 
rapid development and increased service then ensued. The Regents stated: 
‘Whatever illustrates the history, character, resources and development 
of the State, past, present and future, should be collected and pre- 
served." A special building was erected and occupied in 1854. As this 
proved inadequate, the Library was moved to 
the new Capitol in 1885. 


With the appointment in 1889 of Melvil 
Dewey as Director of the State Library and 
Secretary of the Regents, the Library was 
reorganized and took the form essentially 
existent today of subject sections and exten 
sion service. A school for the professional 
training of librarians was established which 
became world-famous and the decimal classi- 
fication system developed by Mr. Dewey be- 
came standard practice. In June 1926 the 
New York State Library School was closed and 
its faculty transferred to Columbia Univer- 


sity. Melvil Dewey 





The continued growth of the Library created the need for more space 
and quarters in the projected Education Building, authorized in 1906, 
were planned. But in March 1911, a year before the new building was 
ready, one of the world's most disastrous fires occurred in the Capitol. 
A half-million volumes, many quite rare and not a few unique, 300,000 
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irreplaceable manuscripts and thousands of maps were totally destroyed 
together with the working records of the Library. 


Some of the rarest treasures were protected in safes, thousands of 
books were out in circulation and 200,000 duplicates stored in other 
buildings were fortunately available. It was possible to salvage and 
rebind many books and manuscripts that were buried under falling walls 
and were only partially damaged. Immediate offers of help came from 
all over the world and a fund of a million and a quarter dollars was 
appropriated to buy replacement books. Since then all but a few books 
in the original collection have been obtained, but many still remain to 
be cataloged and buund. 


The present State Library is a highly organized general reference 
collection of some 3,000,000 bound volumes, pamphlets, manuscripts and 
prints. There are special reading rooms and reference staff for law, 
legislative Reference, Medicine, Manuscripts and History, Genealogy, 
Education and current periodicals. The collection is virtually complete 
in state and local history of New York State and very strong in American 
history generally. 


In its Manuscript Room are contained public and private papers of 
governors and other public officials and private families from the 
earliest colonial days. Some of the most important archival records 
of the colony and state are also included. 


To more than 1500 registered libraries and high schools in the State, 
it lends books (except fiction) which are not in their own or local col- 


lections, thus supplementing the resources of every library in the State 
and giving to the smallest and poorest a means of meeting the educational 
needs of the community. This great central reserve of books at the State 
Library serves as a source from which the school, the small college, the 
city or village library, the study club and, through any of these agen- 
cies, the individual citizen may draw knowledge ani power to the re- 
motest parts of the State. 


It assists other libraries and their patrons in the choice of books 
by advice ani lists of books given through correspondence and personal 
visits. 


It distributes thousands of volumes of the State's public documents 
to libraries, learned societies and educational institutions throughout 
the world, 


The Library Extension Division is responsible for promotion, organi- 
zation, registration and supervision of public libraries which now number 
more than 800, 


The development of local library service in school and public librar- 
ies throughout the State has been long and steady. It began in pre- 
Revolutionary days and gained great impetus in the 1830s with legis- 
lation providing for state and local support of school district librar- 
ies. Power to incorporate and supervise local public libraries was 
granted to the Regents in 1889. 
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To ensure employment of competent personnel and raise standards of 
service, an Examinations Committee cooperates with the Civil Serviee 

Department in providing an annual professional examination and a system 
of certification. 





















Part of the Library Extension Division is a traveling libraries 
system with a book stock of approximately 150,000 volumes which circu 
lates about 100,000 volumes a year among more than 1200 libraries, 
schools, study clubs, home bureaus, granges, summer camps etc., and 
is available to all citizens of the State who do not have adequate 
local library facilities. 






Service to any blind person in the State is afforded through lend- 
ing without cost good books, periodicals and music in raised type and 
records for talking books. 










A special Regional Library Service Center is maintained at Water- 
town, New York, which distributes books and films to local libraries in 
Lewis, Jefferson and St. Lawrence counties. 






As consolidation and integration in the business world improve 
service and increase efficiency, so libraries are moving toward a 
grouping into larger units of service. Under legislation passed in 

1950, county-wide library systems are being organized and extended and 
over $2,000,000 in state aid is available for them annually. 
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YP *Adams, Mrs Charlotte. Easter idea book. Barrows. $3.50. 


Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: “of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 





Contains a fund of practical suggestions for the Lenten and Easter 
season, including recipes, party favors, easy-to-make gifts and ad- 
vice about Easter cards and plants. Photographs, drawings. Index.394 


Arbuthnot, T.S. African hunt. Norton. $3.95. 

A rousing account of experiences with jungle wild life by the retired 
Dean of the University of Pittsburgh Medical School who, in 1927, 
accompanied two young students on an unofficial big-game hunting 

trip in Africa. Photographs. 799.29 


Aron, Raymond. The century of total war. Doubleday. $5. 

Lucid, penetrating analysis of world politics today by a leading 
French sociologist who believes that in limited and total war 
“courage and faith count as much as material resources." Index.940.5 


“avery, Mrs H.M. & Nye, F.W. The clubwoman's book. Holt. $3.95. 
Pools a great variety of carefully acquired information on organi- 
zation, programs and techniques. Index. 367 
How to arrange a public function; every known detail of every kind of 
event, by S.J. Kaufman (McKay. $2.50. 301.15) is crammed with "“prac- 
tical, down-to-earth, and simple formulas, facts and methods" to in- 
Sure success with a convention or church supper. Illustrated. 301.15 
The Funk & Wagnalls book of parliamentary procedure; a guide to demo- 
cratic practice in meetings, by L.W. Bridge (Funk. $3. 328.1) is a 
concise, graphic exposition of principles and rules of order with 
illustrations valuable to both novice and expert. Visual material. 
Guide to systematic study, index. 





"Beaty, J.W. Plant breeding for everyone. Branford. $2.75. 

"How to find and develop new plant varieties" is the subject of a 
persuasive manual by a former associate of Luther Burbank stressing 
the importance of evaluating, testing and patenting new fruits, 
flowers or vegetables. Photographs, drawings. Index. 631.5 
The gardener's abc of pest and disease, by A.W. Dimock (Barrows. $2.95. 
632) is a simple, scientific, alphabetically arranged guide for keep- 
ing plants healthy. Chart and drawings. Index. 

Dahlias for every garden, by Mrs M.C. Walker (Barrows. $2.95. 635.9) 
tells beginner and expert how to grow and where to buy dahlias for 
different purposes. Photographs, drawings. Index. 
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Herbs, from the garden to the table, by Mrs D.C. Hogner (Oxford Univ. 
Press. $3.95. 635.7) contain’ a wealth of information on growing, 
harvesting and cooking the 24 basic culinary herbs with additional 
facts about other culinary, medicinal, industrial and scent herbs 
and some recipes. Illustrations. Appendix, bibliography, index. 

“Flower arrangement workbook 2, by Mrs M.J. Brooks (Barrows. $2.50. 

35.9) offers the reader 12 more lessons requiring greater skill 

than did the first workbook and affording opportunity for individual 
expression. Photographs. Index. 

Color in flower arrangement, by Mrs A.B. Wilson (Barrows. $5.95. 635.9) 
is concerned with general concepts applied to color in living plants 
and blossoms. Charts, illustrations in color. Further reading, index. 
Flower show guide, by Mrs A.W. Wood (Barrows. $3. 635.9) gives "com- 

Plete directions for exhibiting, staging, judging." Drawings. Index. 

A Constance S anthology, by Mrs Constance Spry (Studio-Crowell. 
$4.75. 635.9) is a charming collection of prose excerpts and verse, 
with drawings and beautiful photographs, some in color. 


YP*Berton, Pierre. The Royal family. Knopf. $3.75. 

RH With authentic anecdotes, a Canadian journalist presents a lively 
Picture of the human side of Great Britain's monarchs from Victoria 
to Elizabeth II. Genealogical table, sources, index. B or 92 


YP*Bonnell, J.S. The practice and power of prayer. Westminster Press. 
RH $1.50. 
Based upon his sermons and "National Vespers" broadcasts, this is a 
helpful summary of Dr. Bonnell's belief in the value of prayers, per- 


sonal and intercessory, with satisfying answers to questions posed by 
many doubters. 


Y Bradley, C.G. Western world costume; an outline history. Appleton- 
Century-Crofts. $6. 
Arranged by historic period under uniform topics, chapters in this 
richly informing volume show the development of dress from primitive 
times to the present. Maps and drawings. Chronology, bibliography, 
sources of illustration, lists of European rulers and United States 
presidents. (Pub. date: April 15) R 391 


Bruce, J.C. The golden door: the irony of our immigration policy. 
Random House. $3.75. 

Cogent, incisive plea, by a California newspaperman, for revision of 
the McCarran Act, with examples of its injustice which show the need 
for"hospitality, not hostility" in our immigration policy. 325.73 


Chase, Stuart, & Chase, Mrs M.T. Power of words. Harcourt. $3.95. 
Lively consideration of the entire field of communication with appli- 
cations to current manifestations such as international propaganda, 
campaign oratory and mass media. Bibliography, index. 

Understanding grammar, by Paul Roberts (Harper. $5. 425) clarifies 
the subject for student and general reader, showing how rules are 
arrived at and definitions made, how usage affects tradition etc. 
Bibliography. Appendixes, index of words and phrases. 


Collis, J.S. The triumph of the tree. Sloane. $3.50. 
This delightfully written, scientifically based volume deals with the 
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poetry of trees, their practical aspects and importance as "guardians 
of fertility." Bibliography, index. 634.9 


YP Crowe, J.H. You can master life. Prentice-Hall. $2.95. 

R With humor and understanding, the pastor of Trinity Methodist Church, 
Denver, offers down-to-earth counsel for self-development and a fresh, 
positive approach to the solution of everyday conflicts. 248 


PR “Danielsson, Bengt. Raroia, happy island of the South Seas; tr. from 
the Swedish by F.H. Lyon. Rand McNally. $4.50. 
Two years after the "Kon-Tiki" was wrecked on Raroia, one of its crew, 
a Swedish anthropologist, returned with his wife to spend over a year 
among the friendly Polynesians who are vividly pictured in this inter- 
esting report. Map on endpapers, photographs. 919.63 


Deutscher, Isaac. The prophet armed: Trotsky, 1879-1921. Oxford 
Univ. Press. $6. 

"as the first in a projected two-volume study..., it is a brilliant 
biography and a valuable contribution to political history." Frederick 
C, Barghoorn in New York Times Book Review, March 7, 1954, p.7. Map. 
Bibliography, index. B or 92 





Gartner, John. All about trailers; how to build, buy, and travel in 
trailers. Holt. $2.50. 

Enthusiasm tempered by realism characterizes this practical book with 
detailed information based on experience. Photographs. 629.2 


Y “Greenberg, D.B. & Greenberg, Mrs M.G. The shopping guide to Europe. 
Harper. $3.50. 
Two seasoned travelers describe outstanding shops in 16 countries, 
giving prices, currency conversion tables and many money-saving tips 
for the tourist.Drawings.Customs regulations,etc. in appendixes.910.4 


Hass, Hans. Men and sharks; tr. from the German by Barrows Mussey. 
Doubleday. $3.95. 

Informally describes thrilling experiences undersea filming marine 
life off the coast of Greece. Photographs. 591.92 


” id 










YP Hubbard, Harlan. Shantyboat. Dodd. $4. 

RH Leisurely chronicle by an artist married to a librarian, conveying 
their delight in building a shantyboat and drifting down the Ohio and 
Mississippi to New Orleans with time for painting, writing and music, 

riverbank fishing, farming and friendships along the way. Illustrated 

by the author. 917.7 


Institute for Religious and Social Studies, Jewish Theological Semi- 
nary of America. The hour of insight; ed. by R.M. MacIver, Harper. $2. 
A stimlating symposium of 12 articles by leaders in diverse fields, 

describing significant personal experiences that have given each a 
clearer sense of direction. Contributors. Index. 204 









mi 














YP “Kimbrough, Emily. Forty plus and fancy free. Harper. $3. 

RH With characteristic gaiety, the author describes a recent trip to 
Europe with three other vivacious grandmothers and her reporting of 

the British Coronation for CBS.Amusing drawings.List of restaurants.914 
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Krutch, J.W. The measure of man: on freedom, human values, survival 
and the modern temper. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50. 

The noted teacher and writer provocatively discusses the paradoxes 
and loss of confidence in our age, reasoning that hope lies in man's 


power “to choose his values and govern his conduct." 190 
Company manners; a cultural inquiry into American life, by Louis 


Kronenberger (Bobbs-Merrill.$3. 917.3) is a witty examination of our 
beliefs and behavior as related mainly to the arts and professions. 
In God's country and mine; a declaration of love spiced with a few 
harsh words, by Jacques Barzun (Little. $5. 917.3), “an American 
by law and choice" comments on our social customs and trends, point- 
ing out with humanity and humor manifestations, good and bad. 


mig 


Leavitt, R.K. The chip on Grandma's shoulder. Lippincott. $3.75. 
Entertaining recollections of life in a small Massachusetts town 
during the early 1900s and a Grandmother, "forever abrim with a 
secret laughter," who rules two irrepressible young brothers with 

a stern but loving hand. 818 


Mayer, C.L. In quest of a new ethics; tr. by H.A. Larrabee. Beacon 
Press. $4. 

An eminent French scientist and scholar readably presents his concept 
of true liberalism as an active, optimistic philosophy that respects 
equally the interests of society and the individual. Index. 301 


YP *"Merker, L.H. Until the doctor comes; or, First aid in a nutshell. 

R Sheridan House. $3.50. 
Informal, practical handbook by a physician, giving simple instruc- 
tions for emergency treatment of illness and accidents, listing drugs 
and their dosage and essentials for the medicine cabinet and traveling 
kit. Humorous drawings. Index. 614, 88 


YP "Nichols, Beverley. Laughter on the stairs. Dutton. $3.75. 
RH Ina witty, entertaining account of his trials and joys in restoring 
a neglected, charming Georgian manor, the author carries the story 
of Merry Hall "from the garden to the house." Attractive drawings.630.1 





Y *Root, Robert. How to make friends abroad; a guidebook to understand- 
ing yourself and others overseas. Association Press. $2. 
Interesting examination of "the causes of anti-Americanism," suggest- 
ing helpful ways to combat criticism and create friendly attitudes. 
Cartoons. Bibliography. 910.2 


Y "*Roueche, Berton, Eleven blue men, and other narratives of medical de- 
tection. Little. $3.50. 
The winner of the 1950 Lasker Foundation award for medical reporting 
presents 12 authentic case histories that excitingly demonstrate the 
dramatic work of doctors and technicians in tracking down the sources 
of baffling diseases. First appeared in The New Yorker. 610.4 


Schachner, Nathan. The Founding Fathers. Putnam. $6. 

This authoritative, well-written panorama of the first 12 years in 

our nation's history invites comparison with our own era. Notes, bibli- 
ography, index. 973.4 
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The American President, by Sidney Hyman (Harper. $4. 353.03) is a 
discerning discussion of the varied facets of the presidency, “an 
institution whose character is deeply rooted in the American mood 
and culture." Index. 





Schisler, J.Q. Christian teaching in the churches. Abingdon Press, 
$2.50. 

A former Methodist minister, now active in the National Council of 
Churches, discusses the relationship of Christian education to the 
church's total function, stressing the need for a constructive teach- 
ing program in charge of well-trained lay leaders. Index. 268.8 


"i 


YP *Starkie, W.F. In Sara's tents. Dutton. $6. 

R The author of Spanish ragele-tagele writes with verve and authority 
of living experiences with Gypsies of many lands, interpreting their 
history, music and legends and describing a picturesque pilgrimage 
to the shrine of Saint Sara in Provence. Photographs, drawings. 
Appendixes, glossary, index. 397 


Thomas, N.M. The test of freedom. Norton. $3. 

Sincere, forthright inquiry into the application of Jeffersonian 
principles to American civil liberties today by one opposed to both 
McCarthyism and Communism. Bill of Rights, index. 323 


Walters, Mrs A.B. & Maruge, J.K. Beyond endurance. Harper. $2.50. 
How a young sports editor, father of two small children, was stricken 
by polio, reacted to treatment and learned discipline and "the miracle 
of the human spirit" is told with touching realism. 616.8 


YP *Williams, A.N. The Holy City. Dwell; Little. $6. 

RH An absorbing history of Jerusalem from Old Testament times to the 
present, showing its differing meanings to Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam and its important role in world affairs. Drawings.Index. 956.94 


PR *Witte, Mrs E.K. Nothing is dripping on us. Little. $3.75. 

H Zestful record of the happy comradeship and marriaze of a Methodist 
minister's daughter and a former Russian baron whose unpredictable 
ways have taken them from New Hampshire to Alaska and back. B or 92 


Fiction 


Aswell, Mrs M.L.W., ed. New short novels. Ballantine Bks. $2.75; 
35¢ paper 

Compelling, sensitive writing by Shelby Foote, Elizabeth Etnier, 
Clyde Miller and Jean Stafford.Foote's Ride out appeared previously. 


YP *Davis, C.B. The newcomer. Lippincott. $2.75. 

RH Adolescing Henry Trotter tells with humor and fidelity what it feels 
like to be a "New Boy in a New Town" when his father's appointment 
as full professor necessitates the family's moving. 


YP *Dodson, Kenneth. Away all boats. Little. $3.95. 

R From its launching to action in the Pacific islands during World War 
II, the attack transport, "Belinda," is the protagonist of this ab- 
sorbing, detailed story which depicts the everyday life of average 
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men at sea. 


"Dodge, David. The lights of Skaro. Random House. $3. 

Jess Matthews, foreign correspondent, relates his thrilling escape 
with Cora, fellow-American and rival newspaperwoman, through a 
Balkan state, conveying the terror of their flight and temporary 
capture. Sophisticated. 


Fermor, P.L. The violins of Saint-Jacques. Harper. $2.75. 

To the narrator of this haunting, exotic tale, charming, elderly 
Bertha de Rennes relates the dramatic events of 50 years ago which 
explain the legend of the violins heard at carnival time around 
the Antilles islands. 


*Hayes, J.A. The desperate hours. Random House. $3.50. 

How the Hilliards, of suburban Indianapolis, react when three es- 
caped convicts take over their home as a hideout is told ina 
breath-taking thriller that realistically depicts the family's 
fear and helplessness in the hands of utterly evil criminals. 


Linklater, Eric. The house of Gair. Harcourt. $3.50. 

Driving through the Western Highlands, Stephen Coryat, author, meets 
a mysterious recluse, Hazeldon Crome, whose home he visits frequently 
gradually to learn of Crome's "suave and prosperous rascality" in a 
skilful, almost convincing novel of suspense. 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth. The dawning of the day. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 
A young, idealistic war widow comes to Bennett's Island, Maine, to 
teach in the one-room school only to find herself involved in family 
feuds among the lobster traders,and how the situation is eventually 
resolved is told in a flavorsome romance. 


“Pope, Edith. River in the wind. Scribner. $3.95. 

Shifting its focus from benign, cultivated Judge King to his volatile 
daughter, Medora, and the overseer's manly son, Thad, this beauti- 
fully written novel re-creates the Florida scene during the Seminole 
Wars. Frank sex treatment. 


Sorenson, Mrs V.E. Many heavens. Harcourt. $3.75. 

In this warm and sympathetic narrative, Nina, a nurse in love with 
elegant Dr. Nielsen, explains her role of second wife as she makes 
vivid the opposition of the Gentiles to Mormon ways in Utah. 


YP *Southon, AE. On eagles' wings. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

RH With the sweep and intensity of a modern novel, this “imaginative 
reconstruction" of the epic of Moses dramatically pictures him as 
man and leader in the everyday world of the Israelites and 
Egyptians. 


“White, Mrs N.G. The spare room. Viking. $3. 

An enigmatic young man driving by the home of cheery, middle-aged Ann 
Pilchard, New England small town nurse, takes sick and as he stays 

on in "the spare room", certain revelations take place and romance 
ensues in an interesting character study, humorous and truthful. 


The Bookmark -159- April, 1954 











CHALLENGE OF THE FRONTIER 


Some Stories of Frontier and Pioneer Life in the Nineteenth Century 
Edited for the NYLA Section of Children's and Young People's 
Librarians by Ethna Sheehan, Queens Borough Public Library. 


Aldrich, B.S. A lantern in her hand. Grosset. $1.49. 
Nebraska was a very young state when Abbie Deal and her husband 
began wresting a living from the prairie in the 1860s. (Y. P.) 








Allee, M.H. Judith Lankester. Houghton. $2.50. 
The harsh realities of life in Indiana in the 1840s brought out 
the hidden strength and sweetness of this Virginia girl. (ages 11-15) 


























Allen, M.P. Make way for the brave. Longmans. $2.50. 
In the 1830s young Red Dakin joined two expeditions across the 
Rockies and helped open up the Oregon country in which he even- 
tually settled. (ages 12-16) 


Erdman, Loula G. The wind blows free. Dodd. $2.50. 
There was nothing to stop it on the Panhandle prairies until 
settlers like Melinda's family raised their sod houses in the 
1890s. (Ages 11-14) 


Ferber, Edna. Cimarron. Doubleday. $3. 
The 1890s were momentous years in the "Sooner" Territory of 
Oklahoma. (Y. P.) 


Lampman, Evelyn S. Tree wagon. Doubleday. $2.75. 
Seenie and her folks carried their orchard with them along the 
perilous Oregon Trail in 1850. (ages 10-12) 


Miller, H. M. Promenade all! Doubleday. $2.50. 
Dell took hardship and privation in her stride while she grew up 
in the Pacific Northwest frontier of the 1870s and 1880s. 
(ages 12-16) 


Orton, H.F. The treasure in the little trunk. Lippincott. $2.50. 
Patty's gold beads played their own part in the family's trek 
from Vermont to western New York in 1823. (ages 8-10) 


Payne, Josephine. The journey of Josiah Talltatters. 
Ariel. $2.75. 
It was 1800 when the kindly preacher and young Jonathan followed 
the long trail from Philadelphia to Natchez. (Ages 6-9) 


Richter, Conrad. The sea of grass. Knopf. $2.50. 
In the 1880s the wheels of the "nesters'" wagons were creaking 
the death knell of the cattle empires of the Southwest. (Y. P.) 


Wilder, L.I. Little house in the big woods--and sequels. New ed. 
Harper. $2.75 each volume. 
Log cabin, covered wagon, dugout, claim shanty and strong frame 
house--, The Ingalls lived in all of these in the 1870s and 
1880s and each was filled with family love and security. (ages 814) 
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Free and Jucxpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscell 


Alway, L.D. Just a minute. Are you thinking about a job? Full- 
time employment? After school work? A summer job? 
Pamphlet no. 411. National Child Labor Committee. 419 Fourth 
Ave., New York 16. Sept. 1953. 2lp. 10¢. 


Bicycle riding clubs. Bicycle Institute of America, Inc. 
122 East 42d St., New York 17. 1950. 72p. free, 


Bike fun. The Bicycle Institute of America. 122 East 42d St., 
New York 17. 1953. 64p. free. 


Carter, Fern. Braided rug book. The braided rug in today's 
home. Beautiful rugs in full color. How to make them. 
Detailed patterns. Publisher: Fern Jennings Carter. 
Portland 14, Oregon. 1953. 48p. $1. 


Grotz, George. From junk to glow; the gentle art of furniture 
refinishing. Distributed by Good Reading Rack Service, 
76 Ninth Ave., New York ll. n.d. 16p. 15¢. 


Home planners' book of family homes, featuring Richard B. Pollman's 
designs for convenient living. Home Planners, Inc. 
16310 Grand River, Detroit 27, Mich. 1953. 48p. 50¢. 


Manly, H.P., comp. Painting and paperhanging; a practical guide... 
and up-to-date methods... 1953. Frederick J. Drake & Co. 
Wilmette, Ill. 1953. 129p. $1. 


Sadler, A.L. Bringing up budgie. The care of your parrakeet. 
Tricks. Training. Talking. Treating ailments. Breeding. 
Sentinel Books Publishers, Inc. 112 East 19th St., New York 3. 
1953. 63p. $1. 


Voluntary prepayment medical benefit plans. rev. ed. Council on 
Medical Service. American Medical Association. 535 North 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 10, Ill. 1953. 153p. 


Wahlstrom, C.L. Add years to their lives; activity programs in 
homes for the aged. National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. Dept. of Publication. 120 BE. 23d St., 

New York 10. 1953. 75p. $1. 
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SOME OF THE NEW SPRING BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


suggested by 
Mary Strang, Children's Librarian 
Nathan Straus Branch 
of The New York Public Library 


PICTURE BOOKS 


Beatty, Hetty Burlingame. Droopy. Houghton Mifflin. $2.50. 
A sometimes stubborn mule learns a lesson, in strong, shaggy pictures. 


Buck, Pearl S. Johnny Jack and his beginnings; illus. by Furt Werth. 
John Day. $2.50. 
"Where we come from" answered by a wise woman. As The secret of 
everything, this appeared in the February McCall's. 


Duvoisin, Roger. Easter treat. Knopf. $2. 
Santa's Easter vacation is almost spoiled by his incognito. 


Elkin, Benjamin. The loudest noise in the world; illus. by James 
Daugherty. Viking. $2.50. 
On his sixth birthday the prince of Hub-bub, the noisiest city in 
the world, discovers the beauty of the bird's song, the ripple of 
water, the rustling of the wind in the leaves. Fine, lively draw- 
ings. 


Greene, Graham. The little horse bus; illus. by Dorothy Craigie. 
Lothrop. $2. 
Gay little cops-and-robbers tale. 


Lathrop, Dorothy P. Puffy and the seven leaf clover. Macmillan. 
$2.50. 
The adventures of a Pekinese puppy by a master-hand with animals. 


Milhous, Katherine. Appolonia's valentine. Scribner. $2. 
Appolonia discovers how appropriate for valentines are the 
Pennsylvania Dutch designs. 


Sauer, Julia L. Mike's house; pictures by Don Freeman. Viking. $2.50. 
Robert so loved Mike Mulligan that. the library to him was "Mike's 
house", A picture book for librarians. 


Sojo, Toba. The animal frolic. Putnam. $2.75. 
A reproduction in duotone of the delightful Choju Giga, or Scroll 
of Animals, ascribed to the twelfth century founder of caricature 
art in Japan, with a simple running text by Velma Varner. 


Tripp, Edward. The tin fiddle; pictures by Maurice Sendak. Oxford. 
$2. 


A story inspired by one of Maurice Sendak's winsome pen sketches. 
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EASY READING 


Beim, Jerrold. Shoeshine boy; pictures by Louis Darling. Morrow. $2. 
A lively story about an enterprising small boy in New York. 


Dalgliesh, Alice. The courage of Sarah Noble; illus. by Leonard Weis- 
gard. Scribner. $2. 
A valiant little story of a small girl who went alone with her 
father into the wilds of Connecticut to build a home for the family. 


Goudey, Alice E. Here come the bears! Pictures by Garry MacKenzie. 
Scribner. $2.25. 
Bears and their habits in flowing text. 


Moore, Lillian. The important pockets of Paul; illus. by William D. 
Hayes. David McKay. $2.75. 
Two unpretentious little stories one of which appeared in Story 
Parade. 


Schloat, G. Warren, jr. Your wonderful teeth. Scribner. $2.25. 
Very informative photographic picture book. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN 


Ames, Evelyn. My brother bird; pictures by William Pene du Bois. 
Dodd + Mead. $2. 75 ° 
A family with a way with animals adopts a foundling pigeon. 


Benary-Isbert, Margot. The shooting star; tr. from the German by 
Richard and Clara Winston; illus. by Oscar Liebman. Harcourt, 
Brace. $2.25. 

A nine-year-old girl's winter vacation in Switzerland, refreshingly 
full of the clean,cold beauty of the mountains. 


Bleeker, Sonia. The Seminole Indians; illus. by Althea Karr. Morrow. 
$2. 
Another in the series on American Indian tribes. 


Bloch, Marie Halun. Tunnels; illus. by Nelson Sears. Coward-McCann. 
$2.75. 
A fascinating account of tunnels, past and present. 


Carlson, Natalie Savage. Alphonse, that bearded one; illus. by Nicolas. 
Harcourt, Brace. $2.50. 
A French Canadian tall tale in which a bear recruit in the French 
army brings about peace with the Iroquois. 


Daringer, Helen Fern. Bigity Anne; illus. by Don Sibley. Harcourt, 
Brace. $2.50. 
Thirteen-year-old Anne tries to hold the family together when her 
widowed father is lost in the jungles of Ecuador. 


Eager, Edward. Half magic; illus. by N. M. Bodecker. Harcourt, Brace. 
$2. tes 
Four E. Nesbit fans find a half-a-wish charm. 
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Farjeon, Eleanor. The silver curlew; illus. by Ernest Shepard. 


Viking. $2.75. 
An "enchanted" Tom Tit Tot. 


Fenton, Carroll Lane and Mildred Adams Fenton. Our changing weather. 
Doubleday. $2.50. 
Clear text, photographs, and drawings. 


Foster, Genevieve. Theodore Roosevelt. Scribner's. $2.25. 
A brief but lively biography enhanced by the Foster drawings. 


Holberg, Ruth Langland. Rowena the sailor; illus. by Grace Paul. 
Doubleday. $2.25. 
The indomitable Rowena Carey learns to sail. 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh. Singing among strangers. Lippincott. $3. 
A gallant displaced Latvian family finds refuge at last in 
Indiana. 


Nankivell, Joice M. Tales of Christophilos; illus. by Panos Ghikas. 
Houghton Mifflin. $2.50. 

The ways of living and the stories and traditions of a Greek 
village at the foot of Mt. Athos, movingly told. 

























Reynolds, Barbara Leonard, Hamlet and Brownswiggle; illus. by Robert 
Henneberger. Scribner. $2.50. 
Ricky forms a tri-state hamsters club. 


Robinson, Gertrude. Spindleshanks; illus. by Peter Burchard. Oxford. 
$3. 
Cal Doane, a lanky lad from up Peekskill way, becomes a rebel spy in 
the Revolution. 


Shippen, Katherine. I know a city; illus. by Robin King. Viking. $2.75. 
The growth of New York City's facilities from the days of the Dutch 
to the present. 


Shippen, Katherine. The pool of knowledge: how the United Nations share 
their skills; illus. with photographs. Harper. $2.50. 
Excellent material on the work of the United Nations' Technical 
Assistance Board and on some of the countries it has served. 


Sterling, Dorothy. Freedom train: the story of Harriet Tubman; illus. 
by Ernest Crichlow. Doubleday. $2.50. 
Sound historical background and a valiant subject. 


Syme, Ronald. John Smith of Virginia; illus. by William Stobbs. 
Morrow. $2.50. 
Vigorous biography which will catch the eye of the slow reader. 


Tor, Regina. Getting to know Germany. Coward-McCann. $2.50. 


An attractive companion to Gettine to know Korea with an introduction 
by General Lucius B. Clay. 


The Bookmark -164- April, 1954 





Zim, Herbert S. Dinosaurs; illus. by James Gordon Irving. Morrow. $2. 
Facts, "clues" and plenty of illustrations. 


TWELVE UP 


Allen, Merritt Parmalee. The wilderness way. Longmans. $2.75. 
The rigors and conflicts of LaSalle's expedition. 


Caudill, Rebecca. The house of the Fifers. Longmans. $2.75. 
Monica, aged 15, spends a vacation on a Kentucky farm ina 
drouth year. 


Corbin, William. High road home. Coward-McCann. $2.75. 
Moving story of Nico La Flamme who left France "to find a father 
in America -- and found America instead." 


de Leeuw, Adele. The barred road. Macmillan.: $2.50. 
Friendship with a Negro girl gives Susan an understanding of what 
prejudice is and does. 


Friermood, Elizabeth Hamilton. Hoosier heritage. Doubleday. $2.75. 
Julia Edwards, born on the Wabash, rebels against her father on 
the way to Kansas and begins a new life in the mountains of Missouri. 


Ley, Willy. Engineer's dreams; illus. by Isami Kashiwagi. Viking. 
$3.50. 


Provocative projects of the "not too distant future." 


Robertson, Keith. The wreck of the Saginaw. Viking. $2.50. 
In 1870 five of the crew of the wrecked Saginaw set sail in a "gig" 
from Ocean Island to seek help in Hawaii, 1500 miles away. A true 
and tragic story. 


Ross, Frank, jr. Space ships and space travel: the scientifically 
accurate story of man's attempts and plans to travel into inter- 
Planetary space. Lothrop. $2.75. 

Good background for science fiction. 


Tunis, John R. Go, team, go! Morrow. $2.75. 


A cocky varsity basketball team, an illegal pool and a sensible 
coach wrapped up in Tunis style. 


sxe ee Hh HOM 


Newbery and Caldecott Awards 


Do you know that ... and now Miguel, by Joseph Krumgold (Crowell. $2.75) 
was awarded the Newbery medal for 1953? That Madeline's rescus, by 
Ludwig Bemelmans (Viking. $3.) received the Caldecott award? 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


sc Recent Adccessions 


To 
N77 


AT tera 
Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Jane P. Yawyer, Order Sections 
These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 


not have purchased,can be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ARCHITECTURE 
Aronin, J.E. Climate & architecture. Reinhold. 1953. 304. 
(Progressive architecture book) 729 A769 
Daniels, G.E. How to build or remodel your house. N.Y. Greystone. 
1953. 434p. 728 D186 
Gedat, G.A. They built for eternity. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 1953. 
175p. 720.9 qG295 
Summerson, J. N. Sir Christopher Wren, Macmillan. 1953. 159p. 
(Brief lives, no. 9) 720.92 Whe 
BIRDS 
Delacour, J. T. Pheasant breeding and care. Fond du Lac, Wis. All- 
Pets Books. 1953. 98&p. 636.594 D332 
Grimes, S. A. Album of Southern birds. Univ. of Texas Press. 
1953. 103p. 598.2084 qG862 
Terres, J. K. Songbirds in your garden. Crowell. 1953. 274. 
598.2 7325 


BOOKS FROM OUR MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Karpovich, P. V. Adventures in artificial respiration. Association 





Press. 1953. 303p. 612.2321 x18 
Means, J.H. Doctors, people, and government. Little. 1953. 
206p. 614.2 M483 
Schroeder, H. A. Hypertensive diseases: causes and control. Lea & 
Febiger. 1953. 610p. 616.1 $381 
CARTOONS 
Bennett, Edna, ed. Best cartoons from France. Simon & Schuster. 
1953. 741.5 qB471 
Low, David. Low's cartoon history, 1945-1953. Simon & Schuster. 
1953. 159p. 741.5 1912 
FASHION 


Bergler, Edmund. Fashion and the unconscious. N.Y. R. Brunner, 
1953.  305p. 131.34 BA98 
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Doten, H.R. Fashion drawing, how to do it, by Hazel R. Doten and 
Constance Boulard. Harper. 1953. Rev. ed. 224p. 741 qD72a 
Eldridge, C. (B.). Godey lady doll. Hastings House. 1953. 209p. 
649.55 a6582e 


HISTORY 
Borgese, G.A. Foundations of the world republic. Univ. of Chicago 
Press. 1953. 328p. 321.041 B732 
Catton, Bruce. Stillness at Appomattox. Doubleday. 1954. 438p. 
973.736 C369 
Sweezy, P.M. Present as history. N.Y. Monthly Review Press, 1953. 
376p. 335.04 S97 
LITERARY BIOGRAPHY 
Byrne, J.F. Silent years. Farrar. 1953. 307p. 828.91 J89Ab 
Collins, J.D. Mind of Kierkegaard. Chicago. H. Regnery Co. 1953. 
304p. 198 K47Ac 
Howes, Royce. Edgar A. Guest, a biography. Reilly & Lee. 1953. 
2448p. 811.5 G93Ah 


OUR FOREIGN AND ECONOMIC POLICY 


Jenkins, Shirley. American economic policy toward the Phillippines. 
Stanford Univ. Press. 1954.  18lp. 338.91 J52 
McCloy, J.J. Challenge to American foreign policy.: Harvard Univ. 
Press, 1953. S8lp. (Harvard University. Godkin lectures, 1953) 
327.73 M127 


PAINTING FOR THE AMATEUR 
Kruse, A.Z. How to draw and paint. Barnes & Noble. 1953. 136p. 





(Everyday handbook series, 244) 741 KOM 
Richmond, Leonard. From the sketch to the finished picture, oil 
painting. Pitman. 1953. §8lp. 751.45 R53f 
RECREATION 


Danford, H.G. Recreation in the American community. Harper. 1953. 
K64p. (Harper's series in school and public health education, 


Physical education, and recreation) 790.973 D181 
Jaeger, Ellsworth. Land and water trails. Macmillan. 1953. 227». 
796.5 J22 
Klein, Ruth, Art and technique of play directing. Rinehart. 1953. 
179p. 792.9 K64 
STATISTICS 
Huff, Darrell. How to lie with statistics. Norton. 1954. 142p. 
311.2 H889 
Key, V.0. Primer of statistics for political scientists. Crowell, 
1954,  209p. § 311.2 K44 
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Official Publications 


F NEW YORK STATE 


Oo TATE4 
RSD RFS LOS SE 


Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Blueberries in the home garden 
(by) John C. Cain and G. L. Slate. (1954) 22p. (Cornell extension 
bulletin 900, November 1953) 


AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Opinions of comptroller relating to munic- 
ipal government, vol. 7, 1951. (1954) 503p. 


BUDGET, DIV. OF. The executive budget, 1954-1955, including the gover- 
nor's message, summary tables, the budget in detail. (1954) 2 vols. 


The executive budget; the governor's message including summary 
tables, 1954-1955. 1954. 62p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 31) 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Emergency blood services training program. 
(1954) 3p. (Bulletin for directors no. 67, February 5, 1954; also 
includes reports to December 15, 1953) 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Annual report for 1953. (1954) 28p. Mimeo. 
(Cover-title: Meeting the post-Korean challenge) 


__. Business organizations in New York state; a directory of trade 
associations and chambers of commerce. (1954) 88p. (1954 edition) 


__ Men's and boys' clothing store. (1954) 8p. (Small business supple- 
ment no. 23, revised January 1954) 


__ Men's furnishings store. (1954) 9p. (Small business supplement 
no. 8) 


__. Women's ready-to-wear store. (1954) 7p. (Small business supplement 
no. 5) 


CONSERVATION DEPT. Annual report, 42nd...for the year 1952. 1953. 
369p. (Legis Doc 1953 no. 27) 


CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 26th of the State commission of 
correction for the year 1952 transmitted to the legislature February 
16, 1953. (1954) 286p. 


CRIME COMMISSION. Public hearing no. 1 conducted by...at Canton, New 
York, July 18, vol.1; July 19, vol.II; July 20, 1951, vol.III. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Architects registered from February 25, 1953 to October 
1, 1953. (1954) 8p. 
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____ Certificates for teaching service. (1954) 12p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Certified public accountancy; law, rules and informa- 
tion; professional education. 1954. 104p. (Handbook 14) 


Drop outs; the cause and cure. (1954) Folder. (Readjustment of 
high school education. 


Registered certified public accountants and copartnerships of certi- 
fied public accountants, 1952-54. (1954) 80p. (University of the 
state of New York bulletin no. 1425, November 1953) 


Use of community resources; a 1953 bibliography for teachers and 
school administrators to replace the 1950 list with the same title 
(an aid to the readjustment of high school education) (1954) 7p. 


Bureau of adult education. Report, 1952-1953, public school adult 
education in New York state. (1954) 9p. 


Bureau of rural administrative services. Directory of central 


~ gehool districts, 1953-54. (1954) 25p. 





Bureau of statistical services. Students completing requirements 


for standard teaching certificates in New York state, 1954. (1954) 
1 sheet. 


FISCAL AFFAIRS OF STATE GOVERNMENT, TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON THE. 
Report...February 15, 1954. (1954) Var.pag. 


GOVERNOR (Thomas E, Dewey.) Message...relating to business, industry and 
employment and protection and security of workers in the state. 1954. 
7p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 23) 


HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Facing facts and figures. (1954) 12p. 


___ The fly. (1954) Folder. 


The mosquito; how you can be free from mosquitoes this summer. 
(1954) Folder. 


___. Bureau of nutrition, Nutrition reference for nurses. (1954) 4p. 
(Revised, July 1953) 


LEGISLATURE. The clerk's manual of rules, statutes, procedures and prece- 


dents applicable to the ordinary business of the legislature. 1954. 
26l1p. 


Members, officers and standing committees. 1954.  63p. 


Assembly. Standing committees of the assembly with individual 


assignments of members of assembly, 1954. 1954. 17p. (Legis Doc 
1954 no. 3) 


Senate. Standing committees of the senate with individual assign- 
ments of senators,January 12, 1954. 1954. 12p. (Legis Doc 1954 no.4) 
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MILITARY LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE. Final report... 
May 15, 1953. 1953. 787p. (Legis Doc 1953 no. 79) 


MOTOR VEHICLE PROBLEMS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1952. 
1953. 96p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 88) 


NEW YORK CITY, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF. First public hearing, July 15, 1953. 
(1954) 303p. Mimeo. 


__. "Mock-up"; Part III-personnel management. (1954) Var.pag. Mimeo. 


PAROLE, DIV. OF. Annual report, 23rd...for the year January 1-December 
31, 1952. (1954) 211p. 


STATE, DEPT. OF. Department reports of the state of New York containing 
the decisions, opinions and rulings of the state departments, offi- 
cers, boards and commissions. 1953. 815p. (Vol. 73) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell University, Ithaca. Flower ar- 
rangement (by) E.F. Schaufler. (1954) 7p. (Cornell 4+H club 
bulletin 98, June 1952, reprinted January 1954) 


Know your concrete (by) L.L. Boyd. (1954) 16p. (Cornell extension 
bulletin 847, reprinted January 1954) 


___. Mulches for the home garden (by) C. B. Raymond. (1954) 3p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 886, revised February 1954) 


Outdoor nature studies. (1954) 63p. (Cornell rural school leaflet, 
teachers' number, fall 1953, vol. 47, no. 1) 


__.. Department of agricultural economics. Computed food nutrient calories 
in holdings of dairy products, November 1953 (by) BE. G. Misner. (1954) 
6p. (A. EB. 940, January 1954) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. A farm 
house for comfortable living. (1954) 19p. (Cornell miscellaneous 
bulletin 18, January 1954) 


__. Growing older (by) Margaret Brooks. (1954) 16p. (Cornell exten- 
sion bulletin 837, reprinted February 1954) 


STATE RACING COMMISSION, DIV. OF. Rules and regulations, 1954. (1954) 171p. 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university,Ithaca. 
Labor unions and national politics in Italian industrial plants by 
Maurice F, Neufeld. (1954) 1146p. (Cornell international industrial 
and labor relations reports-no. 1) 


STATE TRAFFIC COMMISSION. Annual report...1952. (1954) 16p41l tables. 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Proceedings of the third symposium spon- 
sored...March 20-21,1953. (1954) 147p. (Cover-title: State university 
of New York: its progress and its prospects) 
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| FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Cibrartes 
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Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder 
Library Extension 


Albany County. Harmanus Bleecker Library of Albany recently inaugurated 
a “sight saving corner" for tired or strained eyes. Books for this 
collection are chosen from every field of interest. Special atten- 
tion is given to the clearness and size of the type. 





Broome County. Marcus A. Wright, director of the Binghamton Public 
Library, warned that efforts to ban certain magazines or books from 
Binghamton newsstands would backfire and result in bootlegging or 
“yunder-the-counter routines". As a guest of WNBF - TV's "Do you 
think?" Mr. Wright took issue with Martin E., Pomeroy, a Bi ton 


accountant, who proposed that a city advisory board on moral health 
should be established. 


Brooklyn. Francis R. St. John, director of the Brooklyn Public Library, 
has announced transfers of administrative personnel affecting 14 
branches. Evelyn E. Kirkland, formerly coordinator of reference 
work, is now reference librarian in charge of the Business Reference 
Branch, succeeding the late Jesse E. Cross. Three staff members have 
been promoted to the rank of branch librarians: Mildred Hollander, 
Mary Pendleton and Mrs. Louise Wieandt. 


Erie County. An Open House to mark the opening of the Willert Park 
Branch of the Buffalo Public Library in the Willert Park Community 
House was held on February 21. This Open House was a fitting celebra- 
tion of Negro History Week since it marked the extension of cultural 
services to the people of the district. --A completely modern public 
library building now houses the Blasdell Public Library. $75,000 was 
voted by the residents from former Blasdell School District 8 funds 
when the district consolidated with the Frontier Central School Dis- 


trict in 1951. Land site was given to the library board of trustees 
by the village board. 


Jefferson County. Word has been received of the death of Mrs. Iva A. O. 

Martin, librarian of the Thousand Island Park Library for the past 

34 summers. —-The Brownville-Glen Park Library Association recently 
held their annual open meeting. A letter inviting attendance and 
participation in the meeting was sent to all registered voters in 

the town. -=-Flower Memorial Library of Watertown is exhibiting the 
winning entries from the health poster contest sponsored by the Women's 
Auxiliary to the Jefferson County Medical Society. The posters on 


exhibit were all prepared by grade students with prizes awarded for 
various class entries. 


Lewis County. A new heating system has been installed in the William H. 
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Bush Free Library in Martinsburg. --The American Heritage group spon- 
sored by the Lowville Free Library is looking forward with enthusiasm 
to next year's program. Mrs. R. J. Green and Charles Stansbury were 

selected co-leaders for the 1954—~55 program. 


Monroe County. The Rochester Public Library is conducting a 13-week 
television series called GATEWAY TO KNOWLEDGE over WHAM-TV. It is a 
15-minute weekly program in which Marion Simmons, Public Relations 
Director for the library, interviews interesting library Patrons 
about their use of the services and facilities offered in the 
Rochester library. The guests on the program have included such 
people as an art teacher, a county judge, a mystery story writer, 
the directors of a community theater and a private flier. The newly 
organized Friends of the Rochester Public Library sponsored a Roch- 
ester Authors Night on February 22 at which 13 local writers were 
presented. As the first public venture of the Friends organization, 
it was highly successful. Their next event will be the first annual 
meeting to be held on April 7. J. R. Cominsky, publisher of the 
"Saturday Review" and a former Rochesterian, will be the speaker. 

A Library Open House for high school students and college under- 
graduates who may be interested in librarianship as a career is 

being planned for Saturday, April 3 at the Rochester Public Library. 
The young people will be given a tour of the Rundel Memorial Build- 
ing and will see films about library work. Representatives of school, 
college, public and special libraries will speak briefly about the 
various phases of library work. Refreshments will be served and 
there will be an opportunity for individuals to talk with special- 
ists about particular aspects of librarianship. --The 40th anni- 
versary of the founding of the Rush Free Library was celebrated with 
a tea on Sunday, February 14. Anna Graves, the first librarian, was 
present and showed pictures of the children and school houses of those 
early days. A collection of old-fashioned valentines also created a 
great deal of interest. 


Nassau County. Manhasset Public Library was featured in a study of 
modern social and recreational buildings in the January issue of 
"architectural Forum," --The New Hyde Park Chapter of B'nai Brith 
donated a collection of books emphasizing human relations to the 
new Parkville Branch of the Great Neck Library. --Franklin Square 
voters have approved the purchase of a site for their new library 
building. --Iynbrook has unveiled a bronze plaque in memory of the 
late William Hoffman who was a member of the board of trustees for 
18 years. --George W. Watson, reference librarian at Levittown Public 
Library, has made a comprehensive study of record collections in 
Nassau County for the Nassau County Library Association publication, 
"Odds and Book Ends." 


New York. During the month of March the New York Public Library has 
held an exhibit to mark the 500th anniversary of the birth of 
Amerigo Vespucci, the man from whom America derives its name. --Mrs. 
Florence Currie is librarian of the new Mosholu Branch of the New York 
Public Library. 


Niagara County. Newfane Public Library has moved to its new library 
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Onondaga County. The Manlius Library board of trustees has announced 








building on Maple Avenue. The cement block building cost $15,000 

to construct and $5,000 to furnish. It was made possible by a bond 
issue authorized by the town of Newfane voters, by the participation 
of private citizens and fraternal and service organizations of 
Newfane. 


the appointment of Mrs. Constance Senior as librarian to succeed 
Mrs, Ethel Wainwright, who is retiring. 


Rockland County. For the first time Haverstraw Public Library is to 








St. Lawrence County, 






receive $1,000 from the town of Haverstraw. 





The Hammond Grange has selected the local library 
as one of its community projects for 1954, They plan to sponsor 
various activities throughout the year and donate the proceeds to 
the library. In turn the library has been supplying the Grange with 
educational films from the Regional Library Service Center. 





Schenectady County. Mrs. Leslie Cormack of the Schenectady County 


Historical Society was guest speaker at a meeting of the Schenectady 
County Public Library Staff Association. Other staff association 
programs for the year include the film, Inside our Schools, to be 
shown on April 7 by Mrs. Floyd O'Connor, in charge of audio-visual 
materials for the Schenectady Public Schools and a talk on June 9 by 
Harry Dennington, Case Supervisor for the County Welfare Department. 
--The Schenectady County Library Staff Association has compiled a 
book list from suggestions submitted by staff members. -— A Steer- 
ing Committee has been appointed by E, Leonore White, director, to 
assist her in discussion of library problems and in future planning 
and policy making. On the committee are: Margaret 0. Meier, Assist- 
ant Director, Mrs. Kathleen Shepard, Head of Circulation, Catherine 
Tower, Head of Cataloging Department, Ruth L. Adams, Head of Work 
with Children and Margaret Foley, Librarian at Guilderland Avenue 
Branch Library. 


Suffolk County. Suffolk County Library Association is sponsoring a 


library course for all who are interested. Patchogue Public Library 
will be host to the group and Irving A. Verschoor, of Library Extension 
Division, will be leader, Classification, cataloging and mending will 
be discussed at four meetings on April 8, 15, 22, 29 from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. --Mrs. Marjorie LeCluse has retired as librarian of the 

Blue Point Library after serving for ten years as a volunteer librar- 
ian. --Babylon Library has plans for a new addition. --The board of 
trustees of the Patchogue Library recently accepted the Recommended 
Salary Schedule adopted by the New York Library Association. 


Ulster County. At the annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the 


Sarah Hull Hallock Library, Marlborough, it was decided to establish 
a fund for special books in memory of the late Caroline Sears, librar- 
ian for many years. A $100 donation has already been received. 


Westchester County. Mrs. Ruth W. Dooley has been appointed librarian of 








the Pelham Public Library. --The Warner Library of Tarrytown cele- 
brated its 25th anniversary on February 22. George Sidney Hellman, 
author, was the main speaker. 
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AND oF STATEWIDE 1 INTEREST 


Edited by S. Gilbert Prentiss and Mason Tolman 


Sam Prentiss Leaves State Library (This was contributed by Miss Moshier 
without his knowledge): On April 1 "Sam" Gilbert Prentiss became Refer- 
ence Librarian at the University of Vermont at Burlington. Our very best 
wishes go with him. He has contributed so generously of his time and 
effort that regardless of where he goes he will always be "one of us." 

Syracuse University provided his college and library training, and 
advance study at Elmira College and the University of Vermont prepared 
him for work along the lines of public relations and adult education. 

At the Rochester Public Library and the Steele Memorial Library at El- 
mira he demonstrated excellent administrative ability and this ability 
he has shared with librarians and trustees throughout the State. 

As a member of many committees of the New York Library Association 
he did pioneer work on personnel relations, legislation and county and 
regional libraries. His work as Secretary of the Regents' Public Librar- 
ians' Certification Examination Committee has been outstanding. 

He came to the Division in 1946 as Head of Traveling Libraries. He 
was "on loan" to the State Library in 1950 as Reference Librarian. Since 
1952 he has headed the Field Services of the Division and has edited ~ 
since its beginning this section of For Your Information. 

Great have been his accomplishments while in state service, but his 
co-workers will remember him for his complete integrity, sound and mature 
judgment, kindliness, courage, cooperation and rare sense of humor. 
Vermont is in luck. 


State Library Plans Convocation Exhibit: Plans have been completed for 
an unusual exhibit of many of the treasures of the State Library during 
April on the occasion of the Anniversary Convocation. The exhibit will 
include such items as Washington's draft of his Farewell Address, the 
early Constitutions of the State, laws of the Colony and State of New 
York having to do with the establishment and development of its edu- 
cational system, a copy of the Nurenberg Chronicle, items from the 
personal library of Daniel Webster and other rare and valuable manu- 
scripts and books. Also included will be materials showing the develop- 
ment of New York State's system of public libraries under the guidance 
of the Regents. It is hoped that local libraries may also wish to com 
memorate these significant dates by the display of appropriate materials 
from their collections. 1784 marks the establishment of the Board of 
Regents, the first educational board in the nation. In 1854 the State 
Department of Public Instruction, headed by a State Superintendent, was 
established and half a century ago, in 1904 came the wnification of the 
Board of Regents and the State Department of Public Instruction. 
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Chairman of the Public Librarians' Certification Examination Committee, 
has announced that the 1954 cooperative examination for candidates for 
the Public Librarians' Professional Certificate and for Civil Service 
appointments to the position of Library Director I, Senior Librarian I 
and Junior Librarian has been scheduled for May 22 in Albany, Buffalo, 
Elmira, New York City and Syracuse. An effort will be made to conduct 
the examination in library schools in other states if a sufficient 
number of candidates are interested. It is hoped that the earlier 
date set this year will prove to be more convenient for library school 
students and also will result in the Civil Service eligible list being 
available much sooner. The examination may be taken either for certifi- 
cation purposes, for Civil Service or for both. Joint announcements 
giving full information about the examination will be mailed to public 
libraries serving a population of 5000 or more, to all library schools 
and individuals holding the Public Librarians' Provisional Certificate 
or they may be obtained from either the Library Extension Division or 
the Civil Service Department. Applications must be submitted to one of 
these agencies by April 30, although persons who have so filed with one 
agency may file with the other until May 14. No application will be 
accepted after this date. Candidates who have completed four years of 
college and have completed or expect to complete by October 1 the re- 
quirements for a library science degree will be admitted to the exami- 
nation. Also any persons holding the Public Librarian's Professional 
Certificate may take the examination for Civil Service purposes. All 
librarians are urged to study the announcement of the examination care- 
fully to be sure that persons who might benefit by taking it are proper- 
ly informed about its purposes and conditions. Persons who have acquired 
a Public Librarian's Provisional Certificate on the basis of college 
graduation and five years of professional library experience are es- 
pecially reminded that the provisions of Section 102, 1, b, (2) of the 
certification regulations expire in September 1955 and they will there- 
fore have only one more opportunity after this year to take the certifi- 
cation examination for the full professional certificate. 

































H. W. Wilson Dies: On March 1 Halsey W. Wilson, aged 85, founder of the 
H. W. Wilson Company, died at his home. Mr. Wilson was known inter- 
nationally as a bibliographer and the more than 20 major indexing and 
reference services which his company publish have become indispensable 
tools to scholarship and research in libraries the world over. His unique 
"service basis" method of charge has made it possible for small as well 
as large libraries to enjoy the use of many Wilson publications which 
otherwise would have been inaccessible to any but the largest libraries. 





Argentinian Librarian Visits State Library: German Garcia, librarian of 
the public library at Bahia Blanca, Argentina and author of La Novela 

Argentina has spent several days studying the New York State Library and 
public libraries in the vicinity of Albany. Senor Garcia and Dr. Gosnell 
became acquainted in 1951 at the Unesco conference in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 





Senior Citizens Month: Senator Desmond's Joint Legislative Committee on 
Problems of the Aging is planning an exhibit at the State Library for 
Senior Citizens Month in May 1954. Cooperating with the Joint-Legisla- 
tive Committee are the New York State Library, the Library Extension 
Division, the Albany Council of Social Agencies, the Albany Institute of 
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History and Art and various clubs and groups in Albany. The theme of 
the exhibit will be the creativity of the senior citizen, Works of art, 
musical compositions, authorship of dramas, poems and other works of 
literature, as well as examples in all other fields of cultural, social 
and economic activity will be featured. It is hoped that every library 
in the State will observe Senior Citizens Month. 


Library for the Blind Receives Gifts: Through the generosity of the 
radio audiences of Harle Pudney, woy WGY, Schenectady, the State Library's 
Library for the Blind is the recipient of a gift membership to the 
American Record Club for the Blind. The membership provides for long 
Playing musical records with braille labels and braille jackets. The 
Library for the Blind has also received from the John Milton Society the 
gift of el unaware by Dale Evans Rogers and the John Milton Recorded 
Sunday School Schoo Lessons, both in the Braille editions. These gifts will 
be available to ‘0 Library for the Blind borrowers. 


Crusade for Freedom Campaign: In cooperation with The American Heritage 
Foundation, libraries are urged to lend their support to the current Cru- 
sade for Freedom in support of Radio Free Europe. It is suggested that 
local libraries may wish to serve as an information resource in their 
communities. Twelve books have been selected by the White House Com- 
mittee of the American Booksellers' Association “to dramatize the meaning 
of freedom", A list of these titles, display materials and further infor- 
mation may be obtained by writing directly to Crusade for Freedom, 345 
East 46th Street, New York 17, New York. 


New Grolier Society Award: An annual Grolier Society Award of $500 and 


a suitably inscribed scroll or plaque will be made to "a librarian in a 
community or in a school who has made an unusual contribution to the 
stimulation and guidance of reading by children and young people". Nomi- 
nations, accompanied by five copies of a statement of achievement pre- 
pared by the nominating group or individuals, must be sent to the Committee 
Chairman, Harriet I. Carter, Extension Division, Indiana State Library, 

140 North Senate Avenue, Indianapolis 4, Indiana by April 10. 


Name Your Candidate: The ALA Nominating Committee requests that candi- 
dates for nomination for 1955 elections be sent to Lewis C. Branscomb, 
chairman, Ohio State University Libraries, Columbus, Ohio or to any other 
member of the committee. The elective offices are: first vice president, 
(president elect), second vice president, two members of the Executive 
Board (four-year terms), six members of the Council (four-year terms). 
Two candidates for each office will be nominated. 


Library Journals Wanted: The State Library is attempting to complete a 
second set of the Library Journal so that copies will always be available 
for circulation. The Library lacks the following issues and would be 
Pleased to acquire them: Vol. 54 lacks Nos. 11, 14, 19 (1929); Vol. 56 
lacks 20 (1931); Vol. 57 lacks 18 (1932); Vol. 59 lacks 20 (1934); Vol.62 
lacks 16 (1937); Vol. 63 lacks 13 (1938); Vol. 64 lacks Title page and 
Index (1939); Vol. 66 lacks Title page and Index (1941); Vol. 71 lacks 
Title page and Index (1947); Vol. 72 lacks Title page and Index (1947); 
Vol. 73 lacks 12, 15, 20-21 and Title pase and Index (1948); Vol. 75 
lacks Title page and Index (1950); Vol. 76 lacks 13 (1951); Vol. 77 
lacks Title page and Index (1952). 
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Thaw 


In time the snowman always dies, 

As even children realize 

And do not mourn his sad demise. 

In April, when he's long been gone, 
And I begin to mow the lawn, 


The blades will crack his big black eyes. 


By Walker Gibson; reprinted from New 
poems by American poets; ed. by Rolfe 
Humphries; published by Ballantine 
Books, copyright 1953. 
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